THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Lore ana 1 Seat. 
Love, my Father, more love I crave 

For thia t-mpty heart of mine. 
Its vacant chambers are cold and bare, 
It needs so much a father's care 
To fill with warmth, and light and love, 
Send, my Father from above, 

These" blessings on Thy child. 

Rest, dear Father, give, give me rest 

For this weary heart of mine. 
Still its wild throbhings, doubts and fears, 
Wipe with Thine hand away its tears, 
Thine arm, Oh Father, round it place, 
Turn its eyes upward to Thy face, 

And rest Thy tired child. — C. B. P. 


Affliction. 


June 1, 1687 
- l l esas 


BY J. «. HAMILTON. 

Read la the Orece Union Sabbath school of Ford Co. 
May 1,1887. 

Affliction in one or more of its forum, is sure to 
overtake each one of na some time during lite. It 
has been, and is yet the prevailing sentiment 
among many that we suffer affliction from the 
band of God as a punishment lor sins committed 
against him. True, we as a people or individually, 
frequently suffer, the result ot some unwise act or 
a violation of the laws of nature. But in no other 
respects should our affliction be regarded as a chas- 
tisement from God. Divine Providence often acts 
in a manner not accountable to human wisdom. 

The most unlikely, and unpromising circum- 
stances, are often adopted to effect the greatest 
and best ot purposes. Trouble, misfortune, per- 
secutions, and even crime, are all made useful to 
promote the mighty purpose of God. History 
■hows us many instances of thia great truth. But 
in the sacred records we have it more strikingly 
illustrated because the impression of a divine 
agency it marked upon each narrative. This 
ought to be sufficient to teach us to regard our 
affliction as a divine blessing, rather than a calam- 
ity or a misfortune. Affliction is a school in which, 
though its discipline is severe, more benefit may 
be acquired than in those situation* ol lite gener- 
ally courted by mankind. Pleasure and prosper- 
ity, has a tendency to con npt the heart and arouse 
its evil passions. But adversity is calculated to 
bring ub to our senses ; to lower our vanity and 
pride ; to make us serious, submissive and devout. 
When we experience tbe loes/jif riches, friends, 
honor, or health, we can scarcely'' avoid condemn- 
ing our want ot discernment in placing our affec- 
tion upon perishable objects. If this thought is 
cherished as it ought to be, and in carried into a 
train of thoughtful inquiry, we should be convinced 
that this world was not intended to be our portion, 
and that all its boasted pleasures are insufficient to 
satisfy the desires of an immortal spirit 

The history of Joseph presents a remarkable in- 
stance of mutability of fortune and the mysterious 
manner in which God accomplishes his designs. 
And how admirable the whole aerie" when viewed 
in connection. But how distressing, and intricate 
appears each part. Take a link from the Provi- 
dential chain, and the whole is in contusion. The 
greater portion ot it is suffering ; but was not that 
necessary to prepare Joseph for that elevation to 
which he afterward arrived ? The school ot ad- 
versity is the best to fit man for prosperity. It is 
calculated to render a man humble, cautious, dia- 
cret, charitable, dutiful and religious. Joseph's 
suffering was calculated to prepare him to fill the 
position to which he was afterward exalted, with 
humility and propriety. The story ot Job is an- 
other instructive one from which we may learn of 
the use that is to be made of this wor d, ot the de- 
sign of affliction, and of the temper of mind which 
affliction ought to produce. It should convince us 
that crosses and disappointments are wisely direct- 
ed by Providence for this purpose, that we may 
learn not to expect happinesB in the creature but 
in the Creator, not on earth but in heaven. What 
a host of miseries ; and how dreadful do they pour 
one upon another upon the senses of Job, without 
giving him a single moment of time to collect his 
disturbed spirits, and call upon his God. 

But the wonderful endurance of Job in his hor 
ribte suffering has been excelled, perhaps by but 
one. Jesus Christ endured more temptations, and 
suffering, than did this pious Arabian ; but "though 


he was afflicted he opened not his mouth." Tbe 
Messiah voluntary resigned a throne of celestial 
glory, majesty of heaven, to endure poverty, suffer- 
ing wretchedness, persecution, and even death 
itself, for us men, and for our salvation. "He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not." He 
had "not where to lay his head," and was betrayed 
by tbe treachery of one disciple, denied m by the 
cowardice of another, and forsaken by all. He 
was lacerated with cruel scourges. His hands and 
feet were pierced with rugged irons, and his bead 
was mangled with a crown of thorns. "He suffered 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us un- 
to God.' 1 He died for our sins, and rose again for 
our justification, that wt> mignt have life forever 
through him. 

To this great atonement all the believers of old 
looked with faith, and expectation, and this is what 
supported Job in his trials. Animated by a like 
faith, we should be enabled to resist the fiery as- 
saults of our great adversary, and to endure the 
storms of adversity with calm and unshaken minds. 
Faith in the divine promise, will support the'Chris- 
tian in every trying visitation, aud give him such 
a superiority over the world that, while others are 
impatient under the yoke, he will rejoice in the 
Lord, and in the joy ol the God of his salvation. 

Corbitt, Kama. 


Union Dbpobit, Pa. April 18, 1887. 
Jason Stiver, my dear young friend : — 
You are not forgotten, although I keep you 
waiting long. I am a busy man even if I accom- 
plish little, although little and much from the hu- 
man standpoint are often reversed in the Divine 
estimate. Not ouly is "tbe ornament ot a meek 
and quiet spirit in the sight of God of great price," 
but the sunbeam is mightier than dynamite. I am 
a hermit since my sou 1- in trusted, heart-solacing 
better half has been called hence, and am learning 
lessons which are very bitter In the process, but 
most glorious in aim and most blessed in result. 
You are too young to form a definite conception of 
auch an ordeal of God's purpose aud end in it, but 
you may live to be old enough to get a vivid prac- 
tical interpretation ot your dear mother's sighs and 
tears and body and soul-straining agonies that 
seem so strange to your budding mind. If you 
could hear all my soliloquies, and my Christ-re- 
sponded colloquies, and could see all my Job- like 
prostrations, and heart-crushed wanderings from 
room to room in my little log cottage, holding 
audible converse with tbe dear soul who has for 
many years poured herself so lavishly on the alter 
of sacrifice for me, your young heart would won- 
der what such great sorrow and such great joy 
could mean in combination. 

I am learning to walk by faith and 
to know Jesus ; and the "joy unspeakable and full 
ot glory" makes the very fire of my sevenfold 
heated furnace a luxury. This is not for any body 
to say,' nor tor anybody to understand, and many 
will smile at it as a rhetorical extravagance. 
Twenty years ago I did the same, therefore I can 
well bear with the neophytes oi faith. Before Di- 
vine Providence made it a necessity, I would have 
t Sought it odd, if not presumptuous to ask God to 
strengthen my muscles "with might by His Spirit 
in the inner man," so as to be able to bear the 
strains of washing-day, and accomplish work for 
which my organic powers are insufficient. I call 
upon the faithful Providence, I believe and go for- 
ward without misgiving, am helped, bless God and 
rejoice, Faith never yet stumbled at mysteries 
and impossibilities ; it is reason that cavils. We 
must be always ready to receive God's denial ; and 
when Providence and the Holy Ghost have reveal- 
ed His will, we must be more glad in His refusal 
than His compliance. "The power of Christ rest- 
ing upon us" by absolute abandonment of will, 
enables us to surmount our infirmaries, and lift a 
thousand pounds with a hundred pound capacity. 
A perfect absorption in the Divine will through 
"the faith of Christ," commands omnipotence along 
the Hue of the Divine Purpose. , The reach of 
prayer is vast, but the Divine ability to answer is 
vaster. For the first see Eph. 3 : 16-19. For the 
latter, verse 20. We are too apt to justify our 
barrenness and incompetence by relegating great 
things into the far past. Greater Christ-likeness 


will bring greater Christ-power. When symbol - 
and conventionalism and ' shibboleths and pious 
self-seeking take precedence of Christ crucified 
and risen and enthroned, dispensing His fulness of 
grace and truth to faith by the Holy Ghost, we 
most expect the characteristics, of Laodicea. 
Emmanuel, God Incarnate, the omnipotent Elder 
Brother, the Head of tbe Body and tbe lite of every 
member, is as open to taith and self-renunciation 
today as in any former century. But I forget that 

1 am writing to a lad ot twelve years, who is a mere 

suckling in knowledge and experience. Well, 

your mamma must be your interpreter. After a 

while you will be able to say, 

"God la HI* own Interpreter, 
And Be will make it plain." 

In the meantime watch and pray, look nnto Je- 
sus whose youth was an "increase in wisdom and 
stature, and favor with God and man." Luke 

2 : 52. You are old enough to be about your 
"Father's business." Christ ; feeling at twelve was 
right, but he had humanly lost His recovering as 
to place and mode. At that age His Father's bu- 
siness was at Nazareth in the workshop as a Car- 
penter. Let only one thought and desire predomi- 
nate: — What can I do to please Oodf This will 
put you right into the high Providence of God, 
which will carry you here' and there, and place and 
qualify you by Divine appointment tor Divine 
ends, Pray all day long, Lord enlighten my mind, 
enlarge and purify my heart and direct my steps. 

C, H. Balsbauoh. 


Speak Kladlv. 


BY MRS. E. FOX. 

Do you ever think how much of joy or sorrow 
is impressed in those two words ? Do you ever 
think how many have become wrecks on the sea of 
life for want of a kind word? Do you know how 
easy it is to bring sunshine in your path through 
life instead of sowing the wind and reaping tbe 
whirlwind, not only for yourselves, but for all by 
whom you are surrounded. Though it may 
sometimes require thougbtfulness on our part to 
restrain the hasty word that is so near our lips, yet 
every victory we gain makes the next easier until 
before we are aware of it the inclination is con- 
quered, and we are free from the slavery of a bad 
habit — a habit so bad that it can hardly be ex- 
plained what will suffice for its description. Speak 
kindly to all and especially to tbe erring ones ; you 
know not what good impression it may have. 
You may be the means of bringing some one to do 
good and you will get your reward. Angry words 
have been the cause of more sorrow than probably 
any other cause and many an erring one has been 
driven by them to despair and death, while aaingle 
kind word might have saved to bless the world 
with a life of purity. 

Speak kindly to the little ones and when nec- 
essary to exert your authority, do it in a gentle 
manner kindly, but with firmness which cannot be 
pushed aside. Teach them to trust instead of 
fearing you, unless you would teach them to be 
deceitful and to bide a fault with an untruth. If 
you will only think of these things you will proba- 
bly avoid them, and save yourself and others much 
misery ; as a fretful habit is more frequently the 
result ot want of thought than the pure depravity 
of your dispositions. Speak kindly to the poor 
and the aged — those whose pleasures are few, 
doubly appreciate the value of a kind word .or act 
and they will not forget it Speak kindly to your 
mother young ladies and gentlemen, not only that, 
but be kind to her. You know not how soon abe 
may be taken from you, and none but those who 
know a mother's love can appreciate a mother. 
Not until we have seen the dear form laid away 
in the cold and silent tomb do we feel the need of 
a mother's love, 

Speak kindly to all you meet 

On highway or on the street, 

A kind actor word may prove 

To turn some hard heart to that of lore. 

Pleasant Hill, O. 

Continuous advance in personal holiness is in- 
dispensable for acceptable and telling work for 
Christ. An ungrowing spiritual life may be 
spurred, stirred, galvanized to work ; but the work 
will be bungling, superficial, unsteady, barren. 

Meditation ie the soul's prospective glass, where- 
by, in her long remove, she discernetb God, as if 
he were near at band. — Feltham. 


